Parents as Teachers

Advocacy 101

Advocacy for Parents as Teachers is about representing youromanization and the young
chidren and fam ilies you serve to govemm entagencies, ekcted officials, board of education
m em bers, and otherdecision m akers In yourcom m unity. t’s about geting out the m essage
that.. parenteducation and fam ily support in the first five years of a child s life are
essential foroptin alchild developm entand schoolreadiness.

Her are a few tips orsuccessfilly devebping an advocacy phn :

o Develop a plan.kisnotenough to sin py have a goal;youm ustalo phbn how you are
going to reach it! Find out nform ation aboutw hom you phn to target, w hatw ill mfluence
them and w hat opposing inform ation m ay arise.Then, create sttategies underallofthe
aforem entioned circum stances.

e Seta goalprortobeghning youradvocacy activides— know whatyou wantto
accom plish .M ake sure yourgoalis ckarand thatm easurem ents are n phce to ktyou
know w hen you have reached it.

e Stay on point. Ensuring thateveryone w ho is hebing to advocate foryourorganization is
on m essage is crucialto successfiiladvocacy. Thism eans that everyone is giving

consistentm essages to allofthose w hom they are trying to influence.

Do
Thclide decision m akers on your
m ailing lists and nvie them to
events orm eetings oron a hom e visit
Be pmwactive,don‘tw ai fora negative
event to happen to take action
Setgoals, w ork w ith others and
devebp aphn
N etw ork and m ake frequent contacts
w ith the peopk w hom ake decisions
aboutyourprogram
Educate the parents n yourprogmam
about issues as they arrive and heb
them take action
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Don't
O verbad decision m akers w ith
nfom ation ; stick to the issue
Anticipate thatpeopk know anything
about Parents A s Teachers oryou
organization ; startw ih the basics
Be offended ifa decision m aker
cannotm eetorrefiises tom eetyour
requests
Beg oramgue w hen m eeting w ith
decision m akers
Be afiaid to take a stance and stand
up on an issue
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